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Background

Yang Town is a blog for men centered around spirituality and self-improvement.  Topics of interest include chakras, meditation, healing energy, psychology, women, relationships, and masculine development.  The word ‘Yang’ comes from Yin & Yang.  In this context, Yin is feminine and Yang is masculine.  Yang town is an effort to create a community focused on all things masculine.
Scope of Work
The project scope will include:

1) Illustration and Graphic Design of the new blog according to the included description and drawings.

2) Logo design for “Yang Town”

3) Formatting the whole design into a customized Wordpress theme.
The Concept

The idea around the site is that the user will be going on a journey to “Yang Town.”  More on this when project begins.
Site Layout

The site concept is based on the Earthling theme and therefore the site layout will be very similar.  
Earthling Wordpress Theme:
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View the full earthling theme here: 
http://themes.wordpress.net/columns/2-columns/1279/earthling/
Yang Town Wordpress Theme:
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Here is a rough sketch that I drew to show the general idea of the header (if there are conflicting ideas between this sketch and the description, follow the description):
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Design Elements

These are the design elements that we would like to see.  Feel free to use creativity as well but try to stay close to these specifications.
Forest

The forest will feature skinny trees accompanied by a flurry of small, short leaves that blend together with various light shining through similar to the example below.  The colors will range from dark green to light green (the forest on the left of the illustration will be light green and it will change to dark green as it goes to the right, more on this lighting under Sky/Lighting). 
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Full example image: http://www.deviantart.com/deviation/40542486/
Bridge

The bridge will feature the same style and design of this bridge as closely as possible.  The bridge should be in a curved shape similar to the example.  The colors used should be various shades of brown.
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Full example image: http://www.deviantart.com/deviation/40542486/
Rocks

The rocks should resemble the example in texture, shape, and style.  The height of this bridge is too high, so for yang town make it about half the height.  The colors of the rocks should be various shades of gray and orange (rather than purple). 
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Full example image: http://www.deviantart.com/deviation/40542486/
Water

The water below the bridge will resemble the follow image closely in lighting, texture and style.  The bright and dark blue contrasts in the water are good as well as the straight lines and the small waterfalls.  The only thing to avoid is making the water too dark so that it looks brown (as it does in parts of this image) so rather keep it darker blue in those areas.
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Full Example Image: http://www.deviantart.com/deviation/42600144/
Tree
The Oak Tree on the right side of the screen will look very similar to this tree
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Grass

The ground will be covered in wavy, slender, strands of green grass just like the example below (except scale the size down to fit the overall illustration).  Open to creativity here.
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Full Example Image: http://www.deviantart.com/deviation/6658985/
Birds

I’d like to have a small orange bird in the main tree and a few (of any color) in the sky above the temple.  Need some creative help here.

Sky/Lighting

The lighting on the design will go from clear, bright, sunny sky on the left side to dark, outer space, moon filled sky on the right side. This example shows precisely how the lighting should transition from dark to light.  The dark part can feature stars in space like in this example.
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Sun

The sun should be a bright yellow burst of light like the example below except make it more yellow (rather then just clear).
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Full Example Image: http://www.deviantart.com/deviation/6658985/
Moon

The moon on the right should resemble the follow image very closely in colors, style and lighting.  
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Full Example Image: http://www.deviantart.com/deviation/27200613/

Temple

The temple will look close to something like these temples below.  I’d like to see a few small asian buildings/walk ways to the left of the temple as if to show there is a small asian village next to it.
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Ground

The ground will resemble the ‘earthling’ wordpress theme.  It will be slightly 3-Dimensional, enough so that it creates the effect that the viewer is looking at everything from the side (just like in the earthling theme).
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Link to theme: http://themes.wordpress.net/columns/2-columns/1279/earthling/

Blog Post Border
The blog post border will consist of three elements: treasure chest border, entangling roots, chakra symbols.

Treasure Chest Border

Each blog post will have an ornately designed border, similar to the designs on the side of this chest.  The part circled in red is the area that should be mimicked.  
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Roots

I don’t have any good examples for the roots however I’ll describe them as best I can.  I’d like to have the corners of each blog post to be entangled by roots, as if each blog post is a stone tablet inside the ground which the roots are growing around.
Chakra Symbols

These chakra designs were created by an acquaintance of mine and will be provided in psd format for use in the design. http://www.anaxsys.deviantart.com/
[image: image16.jpg]



Logo
The logo should feature a temple with a yang symbol on top (yang as in the white part of the yin/yang symbol) with the words Yang Town next to it. 
